Bible Passage

Today we will be exploring
together the story of the Magi.

You can find it in your Bible in:

Matthew 2 v 1-12

Read the story together — choose a
Bible translation or children’s story
version which best suits your family.

A prayer to say together
Dear God,

Thank you for the story of the magi
and the gifts that remind us of who
you are. Help us to come to know
you as the King of Kings and to
recognize your Holiness. Thank you
for your death on the cross for us
and the salvation we have through
you.

Help us to share your gift of love
with others, to help them seek you
and accept your gift of salvation for
themselves.

Amen
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Here are some activities you could do together as a family. Begin with the story and then do
as many or as few as you like, in any order.

Discussion

A question for adults to ask children

Why do you think the magi brought Gold, Frankincense and
Myrrh?

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh were very expensive and
precious gifts, the magi thought they were visiting a King and
a palace so they chose costly gifts.

God had a bigger plan, the King of Kings was born in a stable
not a palace. The three gifts of the magi teach us more about
Jesus’ identity than they probably realized. Gold reminds us
that Jesus was a royal King, Frankincense which was used in
the temple reminds us that Jesus is Holy, the ultimate High
Priest. Myrrh was used after death to prepare the body; it
seems a strange gift for a baby but we know that Jesus had
been born to save everybody through his death on the cross
and resurrection.

A gquestion for children to ask adults

What is the best present you’ve ever received?

|

- Family Activity 1

Use the instructions on p3 to fold your own origami stars.
You could make them with strips of wrapping paper or any
paper you have around.

Thread them onto
a string to make a
star garland to
hang in your
house.




A verse to remember

Isaiah9v 6
A child has been born fo us; God has given a son to us.
He will be responsible for leading the people.
His name will be Wonderful Counselor, Powerful God,
Father Who Lives Forever, Prince of Peace.

Read this verse from Isaiah together, there are so many different things to learn about Jesus and who He
is to us. Try to learn this verse together, you could come up with some actions to help you remember it
or decorate a copy and put it up somewhere you can see it during the week.

| Wise Men Still Seek Him...

Complete this wise man themed scavenger hunt to explore the
story further together.

Find something STAR shaped!

The wise men followed a star to find Jesus.

Ask: Who or what can we follow to help draw us closer
to Jesus today?

Wonder: What does it feel like to draw closer to Jesus,
how does it change us?

A One of the gifts of the wise men was gold, it
} reminds us of Jesus’ royalty, He is the King of
S Kings!

Ask: What does it mean to be royal?

Wonder: God calls us His children so we must be
royalty too. How does my royalty change the
way | live?

Find something that SMELLS GOOD!

One of the gifts of the wise men was frankincense,
the precious incense was used in the temple, it was
> believed to help carry prayers to God.

Ask: What is your favorite smell?

Wonder: In Psalm 141 David hoped that his prayers
would be like a pleasant smell to God. What do you
think your prayers smell like?

Find something that reminds you of EASTER!

One of the gifts of the wise men was myrrh.
When Jesus died on the cross myrrh was placed on
his body before he was placed in the tomb

Ask: What did Mary find in the tomb in the
Easter story?

Wonder: Do you think the wise men knew what
would happen to Jesus when they chose their gifts?

N Family Activity 2

You will need: An empty box, a
blindfold/scarf, some random
items from around the house.

Play a game of ‘guess the gift.’
Take turns wearing the blindfold.
Place one random object iin the
box. Just using your sense of
touch, hearing and smell can you
guess what is in the box?

- Adive Waiting |

Spend some time waiting on
God together as a family and
listening. Our helper the Holy
Spirit has many gifts to share
with us, why not ask for a new
gift today?

You can download a
‘Listening to God’
resource at :

www.TatH.co.uk
/other-resources

All Bible verses are taken from the New Century Version (NCV) The Holy Bible, New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.


https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Century-Version-NCV-Bible/
http://nelsonbibles.com/

Origami Stars

Instruction images from www.alyssaandcarla.com




Coloring Page

Wise Men Worship Jesus
Matthew 2

From Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages for Ages 4-8. ©1986,1988 Standard Publishing.
Used by permission. Reproducible Coloring Books may be purchased from
Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com, 1-800-543-1301,
SermonsdKids.com
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