
As we light the third Advent candle, we choose to 

rejoice even in difficult times! 

We thank God that He fills us with joy and praise 

in place of sorrow and despair. 

God, we ask for Your help this advent as we 

mourn some of our Christmas traditions that 

cannot take place.  Help us find reasons to rejoice 

and ways to celebrate together.   Amen. 

Today we will be exploring 

together, the story of John the 

Baptist speaking of Jesus. 

You can find it in your Bible in: 

Read the story together – choose a 

Bible translation or children’s story 

version which best suits your family. 

A question for adults to ask children 

The Jewish leaders asked John the Baptist who he was.  How 
many different suggestions did they make that can you find 

in the passage? 

The Old Testament teaches us that God had promised a 
Messiah to bring hope and salvation to his people, but they 

were expecting a mighty warrior who would save them from 
the oppression of the Roman Empire.  John the Baptist was 
teaching, and baptizing people, and they came to hear from 

him and learn more about the coming Messiah. 

John explained that he was not the Messiah but a messenger 
come to prepare the way. He was not Elijah returned or the 
prophet that Moses had been promised in Deuteronomy 18. 
John said he was the messenger promised by Isaiah, come to 

prepare the way for the true Messiah – Jesus! 

Why not read the whole of John 1 and think about these 
questions together? 

Why do you think Jesus called himself the light of the world? 

Why do you think there are so many lights used as Christmas 
Decorations? 

How does it make you feel when you see Christmas lights? 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the story of John the 
Baptist who spoke of Jesus and 
shared the Good News about Him 
with others.  Help us to do the same 
and share about you with others this 
Christmas Time. 

We thank you that Jesus came to be 
a light in the world, a light that brings 
joy and hope for all.  Help us to be 
lights in our own communities, to 
find reasons and ways to celebrate 
and rejoice together this season. 

We pray that those who are feeling 
lonely or sad may they know your 
comfort and joy! 

Amen. 

Here are some activities you could do together as a family.  Begin with the story and then do 

as many or as few as you like, in any order.

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 



Dance for joy! 
Put on some music and play a game of 
musical statues.  When the music 
plays, dance for joy together.  When 
the music stops, freeze.  You could 
take it in turns shouting out a thank 
you prayer to God when you are 
frozen! 

It’s good to celebrate and rejoice even in difficult times.  Try to learn this verse 
together, you could come up with some actions to help you remember it or decorate 

a copy and put it up somewhere you can see it during the week. 

All Bible verses are taken from the New Century Version (NCV) The Holy Bible, New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

 Why not take on these light and joy challenges during the third 
week of Advent, you could do one each day or do them all at 

once. 

– can you name something beginning with the letter A that fills

you with joy?  Why not try to put a smile on somebody’s face with 
an  joke today! 

– can you name something beginning with the letter D that fills

you with joy?  Why not put on some of your favorite worship
music and praise God with some joyful  today! 

– can you name something beginning with the letter V that fills

you with joy?  It might not be day but don’t let that stop 

you writing a message of love and joy to somebody today! 

– can you name something beginning with the letter E that fills

you with joy?  Christmas may look different this year but we can 
still get  about it, why not pray and ask God to fill you with 

for your family plans this year! 

– can you name something beginning with the letter N that fills

you with joy?  Why not head out into  today, go on a walk 
and ask for a fresh joy as your explore God’s beautiful creation. 

– can you name something beginning with the letter T that fills

you with joy?  What are some of the  that fill you with 

joy? Why not prepare some of your favorite foods together 

today?

Spend some time waiting on God today and listening to His voice.  
You could ask God to share with you some of the things about YOU 

that bring Him joy! 

Who are you? 

In the passage the leaders asked John 

the Baptist who he was.  John’s name 

had been chosen by God! You can read 

the story in Luke 1 v 5-25 and 57-80.

Why not spend some time making name 
signs for the rooms in your house?  
You could look up and include
information about what your name 
means. 

Decorate your name sign with pictures 
of things that represent you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Century-Version-NCV-Bible/
http://nelsonbibles.com/
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